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Apraxia of speech is a neurological pho-
nologic disorder that results from impairment 
of the capacity to select, program, or execute 
the positioning of the speech muscles to pro-
duce speech sounds. The speech mechanisms 
are operating, but the child cannot get them 
to operate properly—when the child wants 
to speak, he or she has difficulty planning 
what to say and which motor movements to 
use. The weakened or slowed processes affect 
speech prosody, stress intonation, and rhythm. 
The speech of these children is characterized by 
groping attempts to articulate sounds correctly. 
There are frequent speech-sound substitutions 
and omissions with sound-sequencing diffi-
culties and distortions and obvious struggle to 
retrieve desired sounds and patterns.

Disorders involving morphology involve 
difficulties with morphological inflections. 

Morphological inflections (also called grammatical morphemes) are inflections on 
nouns, verbs, and adjectives that signal different kinds of meanings. For example, 
when you add the morphological inflection -s to dog, this signals plurality. Children 
with a morphological disorder have problems learning and using morphological 
rules. They use fewer grammatical morphemes and produce more grammatical errors 
than same-age peers.

Children with syntactical deficits have difficulty acquiring the rules that govern 
word order and other aspects of grammar such as subject–verb agreement. They have 
problems processing sentences, even relatively simple ones, and they typically produce 
shorter and less elaborate sentences with fewer cohesive conjunctions than their peers. 
Most evident is their inability to organize and express complex ideas.

Semantic disorders are characterized by poor vocabulary development, inappro-
priate use of word meanings, and/or inability to comprehend word meanings. Most 
evident are problems with word finding, the ability to generate a specific word that 
is evoked by a situation, stimulus, sentence, context, or conversation. Children with 
semantic difficulties also demonstrate restrictions in word meanings, difficulties with 
multiple word meanings, excessive use of nonspecific terms (for example, thing and 
stuff) and indefinite references (for example, that and there), and difficulties with 
comprehension of conjunctions and relational terms.

Children with pragmatic difficulties have problems understanding and using lan-
guage in different social contexts. They do not understand how to infer their listeners’ 
needs, so they do not know what and how much information they need to provide in an 
interaction. Other weaknesses include lack of understanding of the rules for (1) when 
and how to make eye contact, (2) how close it is permissible to stand when talking to 
someone, (3) when to request clarification of information, (4) how to interpret direct 
and indirect requests, and (5) how to introduce topics.

Table 11.4 (p. 376) presents indicators of a possible language impairment. These 
behaviors might suggest the need for an evaluation by a speech–language pathologist.

Central Auditory Processing Disorder
Defining central auditory processing disorder (CAPD) presents some difficulty 
because it has been the center of considerable controversy in the field of language 

Language develops within the context of social relationships.

©
 iS

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m
/B

ra
dl

ey
 M

as
on

apraxia of speech: A speech and 
language disorder composed of 
both a speech disorder, caused by 
oral–motor difficulty, and a language 
disorder, characterized by the resultant 
limitations of expression.

morphological disorder: Difficulty 
learning and using morphological rules 
of language.

syntactical deficit: Difficulty acquiring 
the rules that control word order and 
other aspects of grammar.

semantic disorder: Language 
difficulty associated with poor 
vocabulary development, inappropriate 
use of word meanings, and/or inability 
to comprehend word meanings.

pragmatic difficulties: Problems 
understanding and using language in 
different social contexts.

central auditory processing 
disorder (CAPD): A problem in the 
processing of sound not attributed to 
hearing loss or intellectual capacity, 
involving cognitive and linguistic 
functions that directly affect receptive 
communication skills.




